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created out of this Secretaryship. In 1794 a Secretary of State for
War was appointed, who in 1801 took over the Colonies. Injj854 a
separate Secretary of State for the Colonies was appointed on account
of the QfiHTean War. In 1858, as the result of the Indian Mutiny,
Indian affairs were entrusted to a Secretary of State for India. It
was not until 1918 that another Secretaryship was created, namely,
that for Air. In 1925 the Secretary of State for the Colonies was
appointed to a separate Secretaryship for Dominion Affairs, the
Colonial Office and the Dominions (now the Commonwealth Rela-
tions) Office being henceforth organised in separate departments,
though the offices were, until 1930, held by the same holder. In 1926
the Secretary for Scotland, who, as head of the Scottish Office, con-
trolled much of the internal government of Scotland, assisted by
subordinate departments, was given the status of Secretary of State.
Consequent on the Government of Burma^Act, 1935, a ninth
Secf etarysfiip was added which was held by the Secretary of State for
India until 1947 when that office lapsed consequent on the creation
of the new Dominions of India and Pakistan and on the secession
early the next year of Burma the Burma Secretaryship also ceased to
exist and its holder was transferred to the Colonial Office as a second
Minister with the title of Minister of State for Colonial Affairs,
without a seat in the Cabinet.
The Home Office.—The Home Office is responsible for internal
order and for all functions of internal government not assigned to
some other department. Its functions include the control of aliens,1
naturalisation,2 police regulations for the county and borough police
forces,3 the administration of the Children and Young Persons Acts,
and the Shops Acts, the control of the sale of poisons, intoxicating
liquors, explosives and firearms, the enforcement of safety regula-
tions for places of public entertainment, and the functions of the
United Kingdom Government in relation to Northern Ireland, the
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. The Home Office is the central
administrative authority for supervising the registration of electors
and the conduct of both parliamentary and local elections. It has
certain statutory duties in relation to fire brigades and the war-time
National Fire Service which has since been transferred to county
and county borough administration was under its direct control.
The Home Secretary is the official channel of communication be-
tween the Crown and the Church of England, though in regard to
Crown appointments to the chief ecclesiastical posts the King is
advised by the Prime Minister.4 Since 1951 he has also held the
office of Minister for Welsh Affairs; in this capacity he is assisted by
a second Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State.
1 Pp. 199-201 post.	• Pp. 196-7, post.	* Pp. 189-90, post.
* Crown livings are mainly in the gift of the Lord Chancellor.

